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GREEN	
  Working	
  to	
  Ensure	
  $1	
  billion	
  	
  
in	
  Energy	
  Efficiency	
  Funds	
  to	
  	
  	
  

Better	
  Serve	
  Multifamily	
  Housing	
  
	
  
Leading	
  a	
  small	
  task	
  force	
  of	
  GREEN	
  participants,	
  CHPC	
  is	
  working	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  the	
  Energy	
  
Savings	
  Assistance	
  (ESA)	
  Program	
  better	
  serves	
  low	
  income	
  multifamily	
  tenants.	
  The	
  ESA	
  
Program	
  is	
  a	
  $1	
  billion,	
  three-­‐year	
  program	
  that	
  provides	
  energy	
  efficiency	
  improvements	
  to	
  
low	
  income	
  Californians.	
  In	
  mid-­‐May	
  2011,	
  the	
  four	
  major	
  investor	
  owned	
  utilities	
  (IOUs),	
  
Pacific	
  Gas	
  &	
  Electric,	
  Southern	
  California	
  Edison,	
  Southern	
  California	
  Gas	
  and	
  San	
  Diego	
  Gas	
  
&	
  Electric,	
  detailed	
  their	
  plans	
  to	
  deliver	
  their	
  respective	
  shares	
  of	
  the	
  $1	
  billion	
  in	
  energy	
  
efficiency	
  services	
  to	
  low	
  income	
  Californians	
  between	
  2012	
  and	
  2014.	
  Unfortunately,	
  the	
  
applications	
  say	
  little	
  about	
  how	
  they	
  would	
  serve	
  low	
  income	
  tenants	
  in	
  multifamily	
  
housing.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  ESA	
  Program	
  (also	
  called	
  the	
  Low-­‐Income	
  Energy	
  Efficiency	
  (LIEE)	
  Program),	
  as	
  currently	
  
designed,	
  underserves	
  low	
  income	
  multifamily	
  tenants.	
  While	
  43	
  percent	
  of	
  low	
  income	
  
Californians	
  live	
  in	
  multifamily	
  housing,	
  only	
  24	
  percent	
  of	
  those	
  served	
  by	
  the	
  ESA	
  
Program	
  between	
  2007	
  and	
  2010	
  lived	
  in	
  multifamily	
  housing.	
  In	
  addition,	
  multifamily	
  
tenants	
  	
  served	
  by	
  the	
  ESA	
  Program	
  generally	
  do	
  not	
  receive	
  equivalent	
  services	
  due	
  to	
  the	
  
program's	
  prohibition	
  on	
  retrofitting	
  heating,	
  cooling,	
  hot	
  water	
  systems,	
  and	
  common	
  
areas,	
  which	
  are	
  collectively	
  the	
  greatest	
  opportunities	
  for	
  energy	
  savings	
  in	
  multifamily	
  
rental	
  buildings.	
  
	
  
In	
  response,	
  CHPC	
  has	
  formally	
  called	
  for	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  changes	
  to	
  the	
  ESA	
  Program.	
  Two	
  of	
  
the	
  key	
  changes	
  are	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  a	
  whole-­‐building	
  approach	
  and	
  a	
  streamlined	
  eligibility	
  
process.	
  The	
  ESA	
  Program	
  should	
  include	
  
multifamily	
  building	
  heating,	
  cooling,	
  and	
  hot	
  
water	
  systems,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  common	
  area	
  and	
  
other	
  energy	
  efficiency	
  improvements,	
  to	
  
enable	
  a	
  true	
  performance-­‐based	
  whole-­‐
building	
  approach	
  for	
  multifamily	
  housing.	
  
This	
  widely	
  supported	
  approach	
  would	
  help	
  
identify	
  a	
  cost-­‐effective	
  package	
  of	
  measures	
  
tailored	
  to	
  a	
  multifamily	
  building's	
  specific	
  
characteristics	
  and	
  needs,	
  thereby	
  
maximizing	
  energy	
  savings	
  to	
  tenants	
  while	
  
minimizing	
  greenhouse	
  gas	
  emissions.	
  CHPC	
  
also	
  recommends	
  establishing	
  categorical	
  
eligibility	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  
Energy	
  (DOE)	
  list	
  of	
  buildings	
  eligible	
  for	
  the	
  
Weatherization	
  Assistance	
  Program	
  (WAP).	
  
The	
  current	
  unit-­‐by-­‐unit	
  eligibility	
  process	
  is	
  
inefficient	
  and	
  administratively	
  burdensome,	
  
especially	
  for	
  buildings	
  where	
  tenants	
  
routinely	
  report	
  their	
  income.	
  Using	
  the	
  DOE	
  
list	
  of	
  WAP-­‐eligible	
  buildings	
  would	
  ease	
  
barriers	
  to	
  enrollment	
  for	
  low	
  income	
  
multifamily	
  tenants	
  by	
  making	
  those	
  
buildings	
  and	
  units	
  categorically	
  eligible	
  for	
  
the	
  ESA	
  Program.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  ESA	
  proceeding	
  is	
  expected	
  to	
  conclude	
  in	
  November	
  or	
  December	
  2011.	
  CHPC's	
  
response	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  on	
  the	
  CPUC	
  website.	
  	
  
	
  
CHPC	
  plans	
  to	
  join	
  other	
  organizations	
  calling	
  for	
  workshops/hearings	
  specifically	
  on	
  how	
  
the	
  program	
  serves	
  multifamily	
  tenants.	
  	
  If	
  your	
  organization	
  has	
  had	
  prior	
  experience	
  
(either	
  good	
  or	
  bad)	
  accessing	
  the	
  ESA	
  Program,	
  please	
  let	
  us	
  know.	
  Your	
  experiences	
  can	
  
help	
  shape	
  this	
  program	
  to	
  better	
  serve	
  multifamily	
  rental	
  housing.	
  Contact	
  Ross	
  
Nakasone,	
  Sustainable	
  Housing	
  Policy	
  Coordinator	
  at	
  415-­‐433-­‐6804	
  x310	
  or	
  
rnakasone@chpc.net.	
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Green Rental Home Energy Efficiency Network 
 

An alliance of nonprofit organizations  
dedicated to the sustainability of California’s affordable rental homes 
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HOW DO I GET INVOLVED? 
GREEN is a collaborative effort by stakeholders to make energy retrofit funding available to federally 
assisted low-income rental apartments that serve our state’s lowest income residents. To learn more, 
please contact our Sustainable Housing Policy Coordinator, Ross Nakasone at 415-433-6804 x310. 

CHPC	
  thanks	
  the	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Foundation	
  for	
  their	
  
generous	
  sponsorship	
  of	
  our	
  GREEN	
  program.	
  

CHPC’s	
  Recommendations:	
  
To	
  better	
  serve	
  low-­‐income	
  multifamily	
  
tenants,	
  the	
  ESA	
  Program	
  should:	
  
1.	
   Use	
  a	
  performance-­‐based,	
  whole-­‐

building	
  approach	
  that	
  includes	
  
heating	
  and	
  hot	
  water	
  systems	
  as	
  well	
  
as	
  common	
  area	
  energy	
  efficiency	
  
improvements	
  in	
  multifamily	
  
buildings;	
  

2.	
   Make	
  it	
  easier	
  to	
  enroll	
  in	
  ESAP	
  by	
  
establishing	
  both	
  building-­‐	
  and	
  unit-­‐
level	
  eligibility	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  DOE	
  WAP	
  
list	
  of	
  income-­‐qualified	
  buildings;	
  

3.	
   Create	
  a	
  single	
  point	
  of	
  contact	
  that	
  
can	
  help	
  participants	
  leverage	
  ESA	
  
services	
  with	
  a	
  utility’s	
  other	
  energy	
  
efficiency	
  programs;	
  and	
  

4.	
   Increase	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  multifamily	
  
households	
  participating	
  in	
  the	
  ESA	
  
Program	
  by	
  target	
  more	
  outreach	
  and	
  
education	
  targeted	
  at	
  low-­‐income	
  
multifamily	
  buildings	
  and	
  tenants.	
  

	
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=owqzytbab&et=1106289962218&s=0&e=001ukvHvm-_Qxvh-kLFl3_QW7AutId4vDI4JHW8qiEtTkh1719s3QukVfGap3_v3kfReupLegwRRO7LtrKc4Taui79cNs7T79vlkfXD2s7v0K_cg-rbm_vri9gQm9cok092WvW4idCUqak=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=owqzytbab&et=1106289962218&s=0&e=001ukvHvm-_Qxvh-kLFl3_QW7AutId4vDI4JHW8qiEtTkh1719s3QukVfGap3_v3kfReupLegwRRO5qa-pZAx_wgzzwrtIDaVEUnwNoLm6QvplKze5HrEkib5op6Nt4Bre9annh-Y3Q7bsw6vE1Jj12saAdJ3sxnc9D
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=owqzytbab&et=1106289962218&s=0&e=001ukvHvm-_Qxvh-kLFl3_QW7AutId4vDI4JHW8qiEtTkh1719s3QukVfGap3_v3kfReupLegwRRO6EiXcBe3bB8ommIuRazdqHeIV-W21UJqjc_DJ2Ve06ovDkJv7PZlJS9Bp7tojeKKbQehlwuhjXCw==
mailto:rnakasone@chpc.net

