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The Federal Legislative Process

START:
Bills (Acts) or resolutions may begin in the House or in the Senate
Comparable legislation may be introduced in both

Vv v
Bill researched & written by Act researched & written by Senate
House staff staff
v v
Bill introduied: House | | Act introduced: Senate
Bill referred to House committee Act referred to Senate committee or
or to multiple committees to multiple committees
OPTION: OPTION:
Bill referred to subcommittee Act referred to subcommittee
OPTION: OPTION:
Hearing Hearing
OPTION: OPTION:
Release (Report) Release (Report)
OPTION: OPTION:
Hold (Table) Hold (Table)
v v
Calendar | Calendar
or=> Rule v
[ Z Senate Floor for reading & vote
House Floor for reading & vote Senate can amend
House can amend M
If Passed: moves to Senate | " | If Passed: moves to House
RESOLVE:
Pass/Fail/Conference
v v v
OPTION: OPTION: OPTION:
House agrees to Senate version Conference Committee Senate agrees to House version
consisting of House & Senate
members to resolve
differences
v v
Conference report approved by Conference report approved by
House Senate
Vv
APPROVE:
(Enrolled) Bill ant to the President
10 days to sign or veto
OPTION: Sign | OPTION: Do nothing | OPTION: Veto
v N Vv
Bill becomes law Congress in Congress House & Senate House &
session: bill in recess: override veto each | Senate fail to
becomes law bill w/ two thirds reach two
becomes majority thirds
“Pocket majority,
Veto” and override fails
does not and bill does
become not become
law law

HOW DO I GET INVOLVED?

The Federal Policy Project is a coalition of California housing authorities, nonprofit housing developers, local government housing
agencies and tenant advocates working to increase understanding for the need for increased federal investment in the creation and
preservation of affordable homes for lower income households. To learn more, please contact our Housing Policy Manager, Marilyn
Wacks at mwacks@chpc.net or 415-433-6804x313.




